
March to 
Secession
How 11 states made the decision to start a war.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In the two decades leading up to the civil war there was growing tension over the future of slavery. Northern states were interested in ending it as an institution. They hadn’t used or benefitted from it in a while. They were industrialized and felt that the need for slavery had passed. 

The Southern faction, however, was deeply interested in the investment they had and the future expansion of slavery. There were a lot of eggs in that basket and in some states a kind of pride that went along with the power their slavery investment brought them. 

In the end 11 states were involved on the Confederate side of the Civil War. Each of them had their own journey to that ragged edge. 






South 
Carolina: 
December 
20, 1460

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

South Carolina was the first secession domino to fall. The argument about slavery had been building up to the election the year of 1860. As soon as Lincoln was confirmed as the winner of the election, South Carolina drafted their declaration of secession (Tinkler, 2022). 

Overall, the consensus in South Carolina was that the election of Lincoln would create a hostility for slavery that would make this way of life impossible to continue to exist. So, to protect the institution of slavery and its economic benefits the state succeeded without much argument from inside the state (Tinkler, 2022) . 

There were a number of Unionists in South Carolina. However, they were mostly geared toward vexing “nullifiers”. These were people who supported the doctrine that a state could nullify any federal law within its own borders. In other words, they weren’t fond of the 14th Amendment which was likely more than a rumble by this point. Abolitionism outshined nullification as the crisis of the day by the time discussion of secession rolled around. There were still a handful of pro-Union voices who consistently opposed secession in a losing battle (Brittanica, 2024), . 





Mississippi: 
January 9, 
1861
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Presentation Notes
Mississippi, also spurred on by the election of Lincoln, held a convention on secession almost immediately. Within two days they had passed a vote of 83-15 in favor of secession. Those in favor all over the state celebrated the decision. Those who disagreed did not celebrate and being in the minority, were largely ignored (National Park Service, 2019) . 

Unionists were drowned out, and from what I can understand, went along to get along or did not participate further in the government once the decision to secede was made (Wynne, 2018). 




Florida: 
January 10, 
1861

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Florida was waist deep in the practice of slavery.  At the time of Lincoln’s election, they already had a secession convention. The president of that convention held most of his wealth in slaves. If slavery were abolished, it would mean his ruin. By the time they convened the convention on January 5, 1861, 44% of Florida’s population was slaves (National Park Service, 2019). 

On January 10th , 1861, the participants at the convention voted. Of the 69 delegates only 7 voted against secession. The yeas had won the day. The contingency of people who disagreed with the vote were, again, ignored (National Park Service, 2019). 







Alabama: 
January 11, 
1861

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As the election was going on Alabama was attempting to push a Democratic candidate who supported the institution  of slavery. The southern states, and indeed Alabama itself, was torn over who that candidate should be. The hard-core Southerners voted for Breckinridge. He wanted to keep the country together but was willing to support secession if that could not happen. When Breckinridge won over Douglas and Bell, the moderates, it was understood that the vote would be split and Lincoln likely would win the presidency (Bever, 2010). 

After the election, Governor Winston suggested that perhaps it was time to prepare to separate from the Union. While there was a faction of people who were unionists with a plan to separate and create their own state called Nickajack (this was a missed opportunity in my mind). At the convention to decide on what direction the state should go the delegates voted  in the end everyone opted to follow 61-39 in favor of secession (Bever, 2010). 

The convention hosted three different factions. The radicals who believed secession should happen immediately and independently, the cooperationists who believed that they should wait until others left and leave in a group, and finally the unionists who thought that the country should stay together and work it out (Bever, 2010). 

The convention was raucous with one in the secession faction demanding the death of the treasonous unionists in their midst. These unionists were made up of the northern counties of Alabama and were a fairly large contingency even if in the minority. When the decision was finally made for secession those who had opposed the idea continued to oppose. Those who disagreed often decided to fight on the side of the Union (Dixon, 2024). 

Aside from moving to an entirely different state, many Unionists fled to Winston county where they claimed themselves as an independent Union state, surrounded by Alabama. This was not a constitutional creation because its position in the middle of the state made its existence impossible. However, Unionists were looking for quarter because they were not individually safe in the state on their own. They faced potential violence from secessionists and so, banded together to wait out the war (Storey, 2024). 




Georgia: 
January 19, 
1861

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Like all the other secessionist states, Georgia had also been building tension around slavery. Around 1850 the governor of Georgia attempted to push the state toward secession. He was early by about 10 years though as the majority vote went to the Unionists. In fact, of the 275 delegates at the convention that year all but 19 signed the Georgia Platform which supported the Compromise of 1850. This compromise strengthened the slave return laws making the South happy and prevented the expansion of slavery into the Western territories making the North happy (Carey, 2003). 

As with many of the secessionist states, the election of Lincoln, eliminated any hope Georgia had of the constitution continuing to uphold slavery. On January 18, 1861, the convention on secession in Georgia voted 208-89 to secede from the Union.  Unionist Georgians were isolated from one another. Some took refuge in the North after the secessionist vote (Carey, 2003). 







Louisiana: 
January 26, 
1861

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Initially Louisiana was committed to staying in the Union. They were much more neutral about the things happening in the country than those states that had pulled out of the Union in the first weeks of January 1861. As the decade leading up to Lincoln’s election  progressed it became more and more evident that remaining in the Union and maintaining the institution of slavery would not be compatible. While the governor in private said that he did not support immediate secession, however, his public actions pushed the state to that brink (Sacher, 2022). 

After the vote to secede, Louisiana Unionists had to pick and choose who they revealed themselves to. Through guerilla warfare and clandestine action, they undermined the Confederate position within the state. Slaves fled behind the Union lines as the war progressed and themselves fought for their own freedom (Pratt, 2016). 






Texas: 
February 1, 
1861

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Texans considered the Federal government to be a kind of protector from things like invading countries or invading natives. Many were ambivalent about the slavery argument feeling protected by the agreement that brought them into the Union. Texas felt privileged and above it all when they elected Unionists to their two congressional seats and Sam Houston, a centrist, to the governorship over the incumbent who was a staunch secessionist (Kingston 2022). 

When Texas called for assistance in resisting the natives on its border, congress refused to send help. The consensus was that the Federal government had dropped the ball in their promise of protection. This fueled the secessionist flames. Fires in cities around the state ignited fears of a slave uprising and instilled paranoia. Around the state vigilantes did their dirty work against Northerners and black people alike. Secessionists used this growing negative energy to push public opinion their way. Pleas were made with Governor Houston who refused to hold a convention in the hopes that passions would settle, and cooler heads would prevail (Kingston, 2022). 

The continual refusal of Houston to hold a convention encouraged secessionist leaders to call for a convention on their own. Of the 122 invited counties, 92 showed up. Those 92 counties provided 174 delegates. Of those 174 delegates 166 voted to secede. While Texas Unionists were afraid to speak up in public Gov. Houston stumped the state appealing to the population to stay in the Union. Despite his best efforts, on election day, Lincoln was elected, and Texas voted to secede.  When he took office, Lincoln offered Gov. Houston federal troops to prevent Texas secession. Ultimately Houston refused and he was replaced by his lieutenant governor (Kingston, 2022). 

There was no separation for Unionists. Instead, suspected Union sympathizers were hunted down and “tried” and often hanged on the same day. This happened all over the state reaching its climax in Gainesville Texas where 40 men were hanged and two more where shot trying to escape. This usually happened under the charge of treason. Many of the men were not involved with Union sympathies (Kingston, 2022). 






Virginia: 
April 17, 
1861

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Virginias biggest concern prior to the election of 1860 was the South re=opening the African slave trade. They were afraid it would collapse the domestic slave trade that was the bread and butter of the state at the time.  The constitution, at this time, guaranteed the return of runaway slaves. It felt safer to remain in the Union under those protections than to attempt secession and potentially lose all those guarantees. At this point, the election was a 4-way race with Lincoln not even showing up on the state ballot in many of the Southern states (Iverson, n.d.). 

When Lincoln refused to evacuate Fort Sumter in acknowledgement of South Carolinas independence, South Carolina retaliated. Even though the skirmish was bloodless, this still encouraged Lincoln to call for volunteer troops to help hold Fort Sumter. This call caused Virginia to secede from the Union (Iverson, n.d.). 

Virginia’s history around secession and the civil war is murky. Stories told on both sides of the conflict fail to notice what was happening on the other side. The unconditional Unionists mostly came from above the Allegheny Mountains. During the war, this faction went to work to separate themselves so that they could stay attached to the Union. In the city of Wheeling in Ohio county a delegation got together and wrote their free state constitution and split off creating the new state of West Virginia (Iverson, n.d.). 






Arkansas: 
May 6, 
1861

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In the lead up to the Civil War, Arkansas was largely focused on its own business. Like many other southern states, Arkansas had increased their cotton production by leaps and bounds through the use of slavery. No pressure for secession was expressed until the federal government came to claim the arsenal located within the Little Rock city limits.  The City Counsel at the time directed the governor of the state to claim the arsenal in the name of the state. Because there was a strong Unionist sentiment in the state the transition was peaceful, and the federal troops left the state (Arkansas Heritage, n.d.).  

When Arkansas had their convention on secession, the sentiment was largely Unionist. However, the understanding was that should war break out, Arkansas would support her Southern sisters. When news of the attack on Fort Sumter arrived another convention was called. The vote for secession as passed in a 69-1 vote. Arkansas was entering the war (Arkansas Heritage, n.d.). �
The front did not reach Arkansas until 1862 and by 1863 the state was decimated and under full control of the Union (Arkansas Heritage, n.d.). 




North 
Carolina: 
May 20, 
1861

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
North Carolina was flourishing. They had public schools in every county. They had many universities in the state including many religious universities that catered to women. The railroad had only been completed 4 years before rumblings of secession started to become action (Historic Sites, n.d.). 

The election of Lincoln caused much tension over slavery. While North Carolina still enjoyed the comfortable benefits of being a part of the union they hesitated to join the argument about slavery, even though they were affected by it. When North Carolina Governor John Ellis held a vote for a convention on secession, the movement was defeated. No one wanted to make that decision. On April 12, 1861, however, the decision was made for them when union troops fired on Fort Sumter in South Carolina.  North Carolina sent troops to assist and thereby joined the war (Historic Sites, n.d.). 




Tennessee: 
June 8, 
1861

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Loyalties in Tennessee were split. Leading up to the attack on Fort Sumter, Tennessee, like many of the secessionist states, had unionist sensibilities as long as state’s rights stayed in place. Lincoln didn’t even show up on the ballot. The idea that he would win was far from the minds of the prosperous of the state (Tennessee State Library, n.d.). . 
The election of Lincoln, however, was the writing on the wall. The call for troops at the attack of Fort Sumter to bring the Confederate states back into line was the final straw for the powerful slave owners. Tennessee was the most gutted of the states. The city of Knoxville saw recruitment of both Union and Confederate soldiers within blocks of each other (Tennessee State Library, n.d.). . 

Scott County declared itself a free and independent Union state. Fielding Hurst a local surveyor, and farmer, saddled up on the side of the Union even though he himself owned several families of slaves. He used his position to protect those in Unionist Scott County from Confederate guerilla attacks (Tennessee State Library, n.d.). 
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